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Introduction Paragraph:
Hook: 
Examples: 
(PRO Teaching Shakespeare) Has your life been changed by being exposed to one of “The Greats” in your Literature class? 
OR
(AGAINST Teaching Shakespeare) Have you ever been forced to read something in class that you thought was pointless?
Write yours here: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Present the Issue:
Example:
In classes across America students are asked to read Romeo and Juliet, a play written by one of the world’s most celebrated authors, because it is a relatable story of two teenagers who fall in love with someone they are forbidden to be with. 
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis:
Example:
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet should still be taught in high school literature classrooms because (reason #1) students are exposed to literature that is considered very important in our society, (reason #2) students will experience an author and story that is frequently referenced, and (reason #3) students will be able to identify with a story of forbidden love. 
Write yours here:
Shakespeare should/should not be taught in high school literature classrooms because (reason #1)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Another reason why Shakespeare should/should not be taught today is (reason #2)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Finally, Shakespeare should/should not be taught today because (reason #3)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Body Paragraph #1
Topic Sentence:
(Reason #1) Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet should still be taught in high school literature classrooms because students are exposed to literature that is considered very important in our society. 
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Detail
According to the BBC, “most people believe Shakespeare is the best British writer of all time (“Who was William Shakespeare and why is he famous?”). 
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explanation
Shakespeare wrote many enjoyable plays that have been loved for hundreds of years. Therefore, it is important for high school students learn about him and his work so that they are familiar with writing that is considered important in societies all around the world.
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph #2
Topic Sentence:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Detail
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explanation
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Body Paragraph #3
Topic Sentence:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Detail
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explanation
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Counterclaim Paragraph:
Counterargument:
Some people believe that Shakespeare is old and outdated so modern students wouldn’t enjoy reading him anymore. 
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rebuttal:
However, students should have a chance of being exposed to the world’s most important authors so they can be well-rounded members of society and be exposed to great works that occurred before their time. 
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion Paragraph:
Thesis:
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet should still be taught in high school literature classrooms because (reason #1) students are exposed to literature that is considered very important in our society, (reason #2) students will experience an author and story that is frequently referenced, and (reason #3) students will be able to identify with a story of forbidden love. 
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Call to Action:
Teachers should continue to teach ninth graders Romeo and Juliet because it is good for their cultural knowledge and their own personal development. 
Write yours here:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

